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Kukkia Nature Centre — Connecting People with Nature and Biodiversity

Kukkia Nature Centre is a community-driven initiative dedicated to protecting biodiversity and
promoting sustainable lifestyles in the Kukkia Lake region of Finland.

Our mission is to bring people closer to nature and inspire practical changes in everyday life
that help preserve biodiversity. We believe that greater understanding, shared experiences
and small individual actions can make a meaningful difference in protecting our natural
environment.

The three-year development project (June 2024 - June 2027) brings together local residents,
associations, researchers, universities and public organisations. Through citizen science and
collaboration, we collect, develop and share knowledge about local nature, biodiversity and
sustainable ways of living.

Our activities include nature exhibitions, guided excursions, workshops, camps, cultural
events and practical conservation initiatives. We also develop an online knowledge platform
to make information about local ecosystems, species and biodiversity-friendly practices
accessible to a wider audience.

Kukkia Nature Centre focuses particularly on the unique natural environment of Lake Kukkia,
a nationally important Natura 2000 site and an internationally recognised bird area. By
combining scientific knowledge, local expertise, culture and memorable nature experiences,
we aim to turn awareness into action.

Our vision is to establish Kukkia Nature Centre as a lasting meeting place for nature
enthusiasts, researchers and local communities — both in person and online. We want to
create a living network that inspires people to learn about nature, take action for biodiversity
and build a more sustainable future together.

The project has been funded by the European Union's Rural Development Funding through the
Leader Pirkan Helmi programme, and by Luopioisten Sdastépankkisaatio (foundation funding)
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